-To the Reader. 


Enry /he third King: of France, being a mild and; 
able Prince, and. onewho would not uſe rigour againſt the 
Proteſtants in -his Dominigns, they of the hotfe of Qiille 


took occaſign therexpon t#flander their Kino. th $886; 

" ax enemy tp the Rees CE Rck "es yy Y Wt 

fair pretence of Religionſcrew d\themſelves into t e favonr of t| aj 

2201 people ( who are nſually deceived by juch pretences,)) raiſin ai 
party againſt the King, by the name of the holy League, which 4 
much Sie: in thab Kilgdome- Many ſober and nnderſtqn; t 
man Cattoh =17 vf 1 gs Leagues for they ſaw that item 
rather to the ruinet #hd Jettlement of their Countrey,-ap 7; 

the Dnke of Guile an#the Cardinal his Brother ſought their ow al 
vancing moit of all, ſuch is the nature of Ambition to look almay1 
ward and never backward. I thoſe times and upon. this occaſhys} 

P. Charon, the Anthor of that learned Book of Wiſdom, wrote'Wls, 


Letter. of the unlawfulneſs of Sabjeds'to riſe againſt their King 
which becauſe it agrees ſo well with the late troubles is this Kingabulf 


: 


England, 1 have taken the boldneſs to preſent it to publickh-view : 
although it was written by a Roman Catholick, yet his opinion conceal 
ing the obedience due unto Kings, is very conſonant to the Dorn 
the true Ohriſtzan Proteſtant Religion, which will be ſeriouſly confided 
of thoſe who have not denied the power of godlime(s; Farewel'P 


Ut fides, fic veritas, non 2 perſonis, --—M 
X5” Yo contra; | Mc 


_— | ” £N | " ; 
FHRISTIAN DISCOURSE; 
1 PROVING, : 
it is not lawful for Subjeds,. upon any ground, to make a 
1 


cague, Plot, and Rebel againſt their King : Being a Letter 
written toa DoCtor of Sorbone, by P. Charon, Pariſian, 


% == Ut I would fain know, what you think of theſe times * 


| ®) Sy This publick revolution.although the monſtrous, hor- 
= rible and bloody exploits of it were ſetafide, doth it 


- '$ 
Jv not afflidt ns? By-the- grace of God as for my (elf, I 
E465 am well cenongh; in regard of many/ others. But the 
Funds which my imagination receiveth and fuffereth by it, are 
h that what remaineth in me, 1s much the weaker. It ſeems 
ere is no reaſon to be quite free from it, yet would T be hidden in 
"Se corner, for to hear nothing butwhen all is over, and then [ 


+ Wh one would tell me ftories of it. Let us leave' that; and come 
hat i3 of conſcience, I will confeſs my ſelf toyou, and freely 
I what I thiok of it. | 
—Wfor a time I was about to turn on the League's fide, and-had * 
Sc half way, For in truth I wasnever wholly of it,” norreſolute- 
nay their ations have cen offended me, What had 
4Þ ts to it was chiefly the * f: of Blbic, RL CE RLSS 
Mich troubled is bag ot iFenher rea- of Fran , Ep the 
SÞ. than the defe& I did find in the manner Duke of Guiſe, and the 
2K proceeding of the execution. But this great ay yg he er te ©: 
{Wt of anger and indignation bei wwivhat- wete the' chief of t 
viwled, and having heard many 0 Lage | 
Wit; confolting often within m t tp£onſcience one ought 
eſteem and believe of this marreniſ the end I found my felf 
ty much changed. For I firſt doubtful, then evil, laſtly 
rible and abominable, what before ſeem'd to tme not only to- 
Wble:bur good and expedicht, and becameto be greatly albamed 
fy ſelf, and'to havepity _ compaſſion of others, . whom 1 faw 
+ Y 


continu 


CORgyet 17 my errour. yd earneſtly ſeeking why Ta 
© Thus aftray, being 1knew well enough before, whatſoever mc 
| comeback andrrecant;”I founid/iv was paſſion; and fary, and'tha 
hadhad fome Conceit of the League, 'I'was always as It wereir 
ger, in a.continual- feaver and-agitation z. whence I have learned 
ys that it is impoſſible to be moved and wile both tog 


e beginning. of my- re-adviſement, came from 'a ſentente.g 
good Caſſaodorws.,, who; ſays  Nullam ſatis juſtan' rauſan; uj 
 deri poſſe, adverſms patrian arma capjend; 3, one cannot find-ouph 
juft-cauſe enough, to take up Arms againſt ones Countrey 3 wha 
{ remembered. ' I will not here plead the Kings Cauſes noraalith 
- upon the accuſation or juſtification, of the King and of the Leagwephhi 
many Pamphlets. do, ſpeak of all.that.. I have ſeen ſome of. they 
every where methinks one may adde, both to-the.accufations ah 
zuſtificatious, ſo _that-in, them the : caſe. is. not entire, But Tgraif! 
that all that the League ſays of the King be true ( although whatwl 
ſoeyer they. alledge againſt him be either calumny, or meer impo«hd 
{ture, . or elſe conje@ures and. divimations. for the time to. comme 5; 
whereupon it ſhould not be- lawful ſo much as to impeach the; 
wretchedeſt-manin the world, and the. baſcſt that ever.was, and. 
that one can imagine) What will we, what can we conclude of that Þ 
That it is lawful for French-men to riſe up in arms againſt him? 
+ Per quam regular 2 by.what rule that? is there any. Lay, rule, de«! 
cilion, exatuple,* ſentence that ſerves for.it2 Let us ſpeak-ſerzoully 
and in conſcience. as hefore' God: for I ſwear and proteſt that 
have no private end... F find” three points of Dodtrine in the holy I 
Scriptures, concerning;this matter, to obey, or.diſobey Soveraigns,/'Yl 
Primd, Firſt, we have an. expreſs commandement to-obey $5 
direted to alf in general : Ommnis anima poicitatibas ſublimioriius; Wt 
Jubdita.ſit.z. let. every ſoulbeſabjet unto the higher powers, Rem 
13, And thiswith' twexgrPngphble additions for. the time. pres! | 
_ ſent. Theone to obey all; as. well good as bad: for - in matterof 
' obedience, the goodneſs op malice of. the Superior doth not comet 
at. all- into conſideration, Heither ought it to-. haſten, or. ſlackenzW 
beat, or cool ſubjets to obey. For the commandement and obliv 
- gation of obeying, ſtands upon-that which is of God, to witupon'# 
*, Qi$ordinance, and.not upon. what is of mans. Nox eft poteſtar mip 
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$« poteflas Deo ordinate oft; itaque qui” poteſtats-velblite. De 

f reſiſtit 3 There is oF eta of Ort. thepows/ 

tordained of God, therefore: he that refiſteth the power, reſis © 

"the ordinance of God, Row. 13. Inſaying that all power is of þ- 
he neither excepts, ndr excludes anys ſaying that it is the 
linance of God, he forbiddeth us:to caſt down our eyes upon 
merits br. demerits, worth, goodneſs, indignity of perſons. 
bw not reafon that the defect of men ſhould abate any thing of the 
tion, and ordinance of God. Beſides, the: examples of Nebu- 
Banezzar, $411, Ceſar, are plain, To alledge the tyrangy, wick- 
inſuthciency, negligence of Kings, -'tis to ſay. they are 
at mked; but it hinders them not from being true Kings, Now ve 
bc to obey them, not becauſe they are good, but becauſe they 
Egetrue; that 1s lawful; for we ought inall things ro know. how 
diſtinguiſh between true, and good ; falſe, and wicked. The 'Soq 
SI God faith indeed we ſhould #zke heed of: falſe Prophets, but not 
WW wicked ones. Otherwiſe matters ſhould never be atan-end, we 
Miſt go out of this world; On the contrary he would, have us .tq 
Whey the wicked, ſuch as were the Scribes and Phariſees. wha were 
ite wicked:: but becauſe: they were true and fate in the chair of 
IMſer; the'Son; of God commands to obey them. The other ad- 
-Mtioo is that obedience be given them, Mat. 17. not for any hu- 
« Imbe' politick conſideration, as. for neceſſity, quzſt malum ſit ne- 
\ Iſeriuer 5 as if it were a neceſlary evil, or. for the utility that 
Ines from-thence to humane ſociety, or to avoid the troubles and 
Idifortunes which might ariſe,” if one would diſobey or change any 
Fhing in'State 5 but for a-ſpiritual and conſcientious conlideration. 

Sw /olumpropter iran; not only for anger, faith S. Paul, ſed etianp 

{Speer conſcientiam, but allo for conſcience ſake, Roze. 13, And a 


- 

: 

| 
*Sltle before he ſaid; #7 reſe/tunt, ipſs ſ6bi damwationem acquirunt 

hey that reſiſt, do A C_ to themſcve. There is the 
point which contains the commandement of obeying, moſt ex- 
els, moſt general, moſt ample and well ſtored. But 1s this com- 

Samandement fo abſolute that there is. noexception?. Is therenever | 
auſe to diſobey 2: Yes, there is; and this is the ſecond point. The 
taly- Scriptures teach, not to obey: but it is ina certain cale only: 
when they command things OUnary to God. How, fay I? ol 
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TetSoveraigns live, think, ſpeak,and do-what they will agaigh 
nature,;and all Laws ; that falleth upon their own accountygill 
i5 not to prie into it: it isa crime to ſpeak of it, and to dara 
it, Mat. 17. Rom, 13, & 14. What preſumption 18 it, what gap 
controul, judge and condemn the attions, and deportments of 
Soveraign? it is not lawful to do it towards ones neighbour, 
companton, the Scripture forbids it ; will we have more authgi 
and right over our King, than the King doth exerciſe over hisfi 
jets 2 He doth not go and fee nor ſearch into cloſets. Thativm 
thy the curſe of Cham, and Canaan, to diſcover and publiſh they 
kedneſs of ones Superiour, ones King : but when not being condi 
to live, do, and ſpeak, they will yet by Ads and Ordinances, hy 
preſs command and by force conſtrain their ſubjetts todo thing 
contraryto God, thenand in this caſe their ſuperiority and pow 
ceaſeth, which'is ftibordinate to that of God, as they acknowledpi 
calling themſelves Kings by the grace of God. God is their Spy 
riour, God is the firſt and ancienteſt creditor, to whom we ateth 
het oblgpBond by a {trier obligation, whom we ought ratſſer 
pay and ſativfie :( neither do we obey Kings, but to obey God whe 
commandethit, and hath inſtalled them : ) in ſuch a caſe the ward 
of God diſpenſeth us from obeying them, ſaying that we owht 
obey God rather than men, As 5. And our Saviour faith, "thi 
we muſt not fear theſe who have power on the body, and none win 
ſoul; but him who hath power upon both, Matth. xo. But-alfoiw 
muſt not forget, that although they command things -contrary 
God, and that inſuch a caſe we muſt not obey them, .yet they 
remain true Kings, preſerve their power and authority, 'anduhil 
obedience is due to them in all other things, 21. 9. 3. C. 
- FJalian the Apoſtate perſecuting — which he had 
'profeſſion of,and under the tithe whereof he had taken poſlell 
the Empire, was acknowledged true Emperour, .and obeyed of 
Chriſtians in War, and all other things, except the abjurationi 
their Religion, asS. Ambroſe and S. _ do fay, and Hiſtory 
Jateth it enough. Neither is it to be admitted, what ſome layyall 


BD "the Chriſtians in thoſe days were not ſtrong enough to get indi 
\.thority. _ 'Tisto be too much ignorant of Hiſtory ::The Ari 


Sox: Legions, yea totns orbis Romanar, the whole Koman wall 
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ICT Chriſtians. Af there was yet any Heathen'remajving, it was not one 
jupdreds. | The principal Commanders and great Captains were Chiiltians, 
; ſeen after has death, that without aty dilpute or gifficulty, the Empire 
njzmoully-given.to Fopiniona Chiiftian, who had been a great man, and 
E-ficft next to Jalian, Bur what will they fay of thoſe Emperors which 
alteewards, and were Hereticks, as Valens, Zeno,. Leo Jauricu , who 
Arrians 3 Anaftofws, an Eutychianz and others who periecuting the Car 
were nevertheleſs acknowledged Emperours, and obeyed. by the Ca- 
ks: without diſpute-or contradiction ? But it is net 'cnovgh to ſay that 
wlj nat obey them, for we muſt not ſtay here: We muſt know what we 
todo, and learnthe right and lawful remedies in ſuch caſts, ot. in ſuch 
ity.  Fhis is the third point, 1 tind that the Scripture giveth us two 
e185, Fugere awt pati ; 1 find not a third 3 one cf thele xemedics is to go a» 
fye,, leave our Country, and land. The other to {fufter and endure all 
$ "The. $on'of God hath taught us both wayes, by word and deed. »If 
wecute you 121 one City, fly into another © Te are bappy if ye ſuffer for my name. 
have good men done, thus our Maſter. It is net reaion that the ſexvanc 
Diſciple ſhould be better uſed. The third remedy is, not to fly, nor en> 
6. or tay for the blow, but to prevail by force, torile vp in arms. Where 
written , bet the # whole Sorboxe , let the whole ., : 
| *> on ſhew it me, if they can. But it is caſte Ae ener 
ew the contrary.  Nebuchadrezzar *'and Ceſar, the Doors of Serbone, 


s that they were both Idolaters, they were not, * The League was the 
Guifpan faction, wto un- 


der pretence of maintain- 


and lawful Kngs by the ordinary way, but ſtrangers, 
ers, who by force of Arms had ferfed on, and in- ; 70 Catholick 
d the Country of Iſrael, Kings by fact, and not by Religion ; EST 
z yet it is commanded to obey Nebuchadnezzar. the Kings authority, and 
In Fer. 27. all.thoſe are callcd falſe Prophets, that fovght - to* advance. 


pe __ thi people not to obey him, And itis com- them-ewves, 
ed by our Saviour to giverento Ceſar what is bis. And S. Par] appealed unto: 
k which was Nero, the wickedelt and wretchedeſt that ever was born of a 
11 thatis far from rebelling. The aforeſaid examples of Julian the A- 
Land other heretick Emperours do alfo ſhew well enough the contrary.. 
ful not to obey, and thisin a- certain cafe only 3 but to rebel and ule 
and violence, never. Between not obeying, and fighting againſt, there 
diſtance, as between omifſion, and commiſſion,. between the child that. 
ſeth not his Father, who commandeth him to kill his Mother ; and the child 
Fcut his Fathers throat, and doth perſecute him to the uttermoſt. Qs 
of the Goſpel ! O purity of the Chriſtian Doctrine ! which giveth us 
| and ſweet a qualification in ſuch prefling and deſperate extremities, ſo 
| ans, that all is ſafe without violence, which is ſo contrary to Chiiltian © 7 
128887 and mccknel. There is no contratiety of Laws-in the Goſpel.. Thee! 
babe Commandements. _ _ 
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